[image: image2.png]Solid

Waste
Management
Coordinating
Board

Commissioner im Kordiak, Chair
Ancka County

Commissioner Michas| Turner, Vice Chair
Dakota County

Commissioner Victoria Reinhardt, Treosurer
Ramsey County

Commissioner Dick Lang
Ancka County

Commissioner lim Ische
Carver County

Commissioner Tom Workman
Carver Courty

Commissioner Joseph Harrs
Dakota Couty

Commissioner Peter MeLaughin
Hennzpin County

Commissioner Randy Johnsan
Hennzpin County

Commissioner Tori Carter
Ramsey County

Commissioner Dennis Hegberg
Washingtcn County

Commissioner Dick Staford
Washington County

Gordon E Wegwart, PE
Minnesota Polluton Centrol Agency

477 Selby Avenue
St. Paul, Minnesota 55102

[ 651 222.7227
651 2235229

wwwswmeb.org

Pinted on PCF, 100% post.consumer,
recyrled paper with agr-nks.



[image: image1.jpg]RETHINK €2
RECYCLING




Campaign Materials - Fact Sheet

Paper Recycling – Did you know it could do so much? 

1. Recycling impacts many important environmental issues of our day, including global warming. In 2006, metro-area residents recycled 1.3 million tons of waste, reducing greenhouse gas emissions equivalent to taking 200,000 cars off the road
.

2. In 2003, 5,750,000 trees did not get cut down because of paper recycling in Minnesota
.

3. About two million tons of magazines and catalogs are produced each year in the U.S., but only about 32% of that is recycled
.  Magazines, catalogs, and other glossy papers are recyclable – add them to your bins!

4. The average American household receives about 50 pounds of unsolicited mail each year
.  Be sure to recycle your unwanted mail, including glossy and colored papers.  You can also recycle envelopes with windows.
5. In Minnesota, the recycling industry creates more than 19,000 jobs and creates $3.48 billion in gross economic activity every year
.  Recycling helps your community in many ways.

6. Twenty years ago, only one curbside recycling program existed in the United States.  As of 2005, over 9,000 curbside recycling programs existed in the U.S
.  In 2006, Minnesota topped the nation with the highest number of curbside programs
.
7. A piece of paper can be recycled seven to fifteen times before the fibers get too short for making paper.  Those fibers are collected and sold to farmers as an additive for enriching the soil
.

8. Every year, $85 million worth of recyclables are thrown away in Minnesota.  It costs the State $45 million to disposing of those discarded recyclables
 

9. Every Puffs tissue box is made at the Rock-Tenn Co. facility in St. Paul, often out of your reclaimed telephone books
. 

10. When deciding which food boxes are recyclable, a good guide to remember is: If a box can be stored in the cupboard, it is recyclable.  If it goes in the refrigerator, freezer, or microwave, it is not.  The wax that makes refrigerator, freezer, and microwavable boxes   water-resistant poses a problem for recycling.
.
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