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Campaign Materials -Fact Sheet
Paper Recycling Campaign Terminology

The Technical Advisory Team developed this terminology in order to overcome barriers and build consistency in recycling terminology and acceptable paper materials throughout the Twin Cities metro area.  
1. SHORTENED LIST

Notes to Team:

· This list is suggested for cities, counties and haulers to use on their websites and program materials.  

· Campaign materials should always focus on ‘yes’ items.  Include the ‘no’ items and food box guideline when possible.
This list has been re-written to list specific item types, not categories. It was suggested by the creative team to have more items listed, but call them by their common names. The list highlights the biggest problems first (i.e. pizza boxes and egg cartons, deletes items that are not a significant problem like facial and bathroom tissue). We also lumped like things together where we could.  The copy writer also suggested adding a food box guideline for use when there is room, for example on a web site.  Even with the clearer yes and no list, it’s still easy to get confused.  There is value in explaining why boxes from the fridge or freezer can’t be recycled. 


Paper Recycling Guide: Can I Recycle It?

Yes  

· Mail, office and school papers

· Magazines and catalogs

· Newspapers and inserts

· Phone books

· Shredded paper in closed paper bags

· Cardboard boxes

· Cereal boxes, cracker boxes, pasta boxes, cake mix boxes

· Shoe boxes, gift boxes & electronics boxes

· Boxes from toothpaste, medications and other toiletries  

No

· Pizza boxes, egg cartons or boxes soiled with food

· Boxes from refrigerated or frozen foods

· Milk cartons and juice boxes

· Paper towels, napkins, cups and plates

· Gift wrap

- More -

Recycling Tips and Myths/Page 2

Food Box Guideline: Boxes from items meant to go in your cupboard (cereal, etc.) are generally recyclable.  Packages for refrigerated and microwaveable products such as frozen entrees are usually coated in ways that make them unacceptable for recycling. 
2. “CHEAT SHEET” REFERENCE – Not for publication, for internal use only

Notes to Team:

This list is the “cheat sheet” list, which is the full list developed by the terminology group, formatted and edited by the communications team.  This list can be used as a reference for cities and counties, but it is not recommended for use in published program materials.  Some of the terminology is still fairly technical and not in a digestible form for the public.

Paper Recycling Guide: Can I Recycle It?

Yes 

· Mail, office and school papers

· Magazines and catalogs

· Newspapers and inserts

· Phone books

· Shredded paper in closed paper bags

· Cardboard boxes

· Moving and shipping boxes

· Cereal boxes, cracker boxes, pasta boxes, cake mix boxes

· Shoe boxes, gift boxes & electronics boxes

· Boxes from toothpaste, medications and other toiletries  

No 

· Pizza boxes & egg cartons 

· Paper or boxes soiled with food

· Frozen food, refrigerated food, & microwave food boxes 

· Milk cartons, juice boxes, take-out boxes, or other wax/poly coated boxes

· Powdered detergent boxes

· Gift wrap 

· Facial tissue & bathroom tissue

· Paper towels, napkins, cups and plates
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