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Campaign Materials - Article

Paper Recycling: Where Does it Go?

On any given morning, people throughout the Twin Cities metro area bring their recyclable paper out to the curb.  Newspapers, cereal boxes, school paper and more sit ready and waiting for the recycling truck.  But where does that truck go?  And what happens to the paper?

Here’s how the paper recycling process works
:

1. You place your recyclable paper at the curb for recycling.

2. A recycling hauler picks it up and takes it to a Materials Recovery Facility, or a MRF (pronounced “murf”).

3. The MRF separates the paper into types, wraps it into large bales and ships it to a paper mill.

4. The paper mill then mixes the paper with hot water and turns it into pulp.  The pulp is screened for contaminants, such as staples and plastic, then cleaned, often de-inked and bleached and made into new paper products.  

Recycled paper is used in many of the paper products you use every day.  More than 80% of all U.S. paper manufacturers use some recovered fiber to make their products
.  Here are just a few of the everyday paper products made with recycled paper:

· Egg cartons:  Egg cartons are made from recycled newspaper and inserts.

· Newspaper:  A newspaper is recycled and back in circulation in less than four weeks
. 

· Cereal boxes:  Recycled office paper, newspapers and cardboard boxes are used to make cereal and other types of boxes.

Rethink Recycling.  You can recycle more kinds of paper than you think.  To learn more, contact your community recycling program or visit  www.RethinkRecycling.com

, the metro area’s resource for recycling and waste disposal.
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This Article was provided by the Solid Waste Management Coordinating Board as a part of the Rethink Recycling campaign. Please help us track the use of this campaign. Please send an e-mail to Info@RethinkRecycling.com with a description of how the fact sheet was used, the date it will be published, and the estimated circulation of the publication.  If you have any questions about the campaign, please contact Angie Timmons, 612-348-2477.
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