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Campaign Materials - Article

From a Soda to a Sweatshirt - What happens to recycled bottles and jugs?

The soda bottle you are drinking from today may appear as a sweatshirt on your back tomorrow! Amazing as it seems, the plastic used to make many bottles and jugs can re-emerge as an incredible array of products, including: 

· Clothing – 14 20 ounce green soda bottles can make one extra-large T-shirt

· Sleeping bags – 85 20 ounce soda bottles can make the filling for one sleeping bag

· Patio decks and park benches – 96 one-gallon milk jugs can make one six-foot-long piece of 2x4 lumber

· Railroad ties – 1,200 plastic bottles can make one 200 pound railroad tie



Moreover, your yo-yo, kayak, or school lunch tray could all be made from recycled plastic
!  To make the transformation from bottle to product, recycled plastic containers go through quite a journey once they leave your house. Here is how it happens:

After you set your recyclables out on the curb, trucks haul them to a recycling facility where the plastic is sorted into types. Each type of plastic is squished into a huge bale for shipping.  The bales weigh around 1,000 pounds and can contain up to 7,200 soda bottles
.

Reclaimers purchase the bales of plastic, tear them apart, and shred them into tiny flakes.  The flakes are washed, rinsed, and dried before being melted and put through a machine called an extruder.  The extruder squishes the plastic into spaghetti-like strands that are chopped into small pellets and made available for sale
. 
Manufacturers purchase the recycled plastic pellets and begin the process of transforming your old soda bottles, milk jugs, or soap and shampoo bottles into products like fleece sweatshirts and park benches.  

So take a minute the next time you head to the recycling bin to think of the exciting future in store for your plastic
, and remember how powerful recycling can be!  

Rethink Recycling.  It matters more than you think.  To learn more, contact your community recycling program or visit www.RethinkRecycling.com

, the metro area’s resource for recycling and waste disposal.
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