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Campaign Materials - Article

Paper Recycling Has Benefits Beyond the Forest

It’s been said that recycling paper saves trees.  But did you know that paper recycling can also reduce greenhouse gas emissions?  Or that recycling is good for the economy?  The many benefits of paper recycling reach far beyond the forest.  

By recycling, Twin Cities metro area residents can:

· Use less energy

Production of recycled paper uses 80 percent less water, 65 percent less energy and produces 95 percent less air pollution than paper production using raw materials
.  
· Reduce greenhouse gas emissions

In 2003, residential and commercial recycling in Minnesota reduced greenhouse gas emissions equal to taking 2.3 million cars off the road
.
· Save natural resources

Recycling one ton of paper saves 7,000 gallons of water

· Create jobs

Over 19,000 jobs in Minnesota are involved in recycling
.  In fact, recycling creates four jobs for every one job created in the waste management and disposal industries.
  
· Reduce taxes

Recycling generates $64 million in Minnesota tax revenue every year!
  

So the next time you recycle your newspaper or unwanted mail, remind yourself that you’re doing more than just saving a tree.  

Rethink Recycling.  You can recycle more kinds of paper than you think.  To learn more, contact your community recycling program or visit  www.RethinkRecycling.com


, the metro area’s resource for recycling and waste disposal.
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