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Campaign Materials - Article

Wanted: More Recyclable Paper

It’s time to rethink recycling.  You can recycle more kinds of paper than you think.  Approximately 21% of household garbage in the Twin Cities metro area is recyclable paper.
 This includes items such as unwanted mail, office and school paper, phone books, magazines, catalogs, cardboard and other boxes, and newspapers.   
Why does paper recycling matter?  The demand for recyclable paper is greater than the supply.  Recyclers and manufacturers in Minnesota and the Midwest are looking for more paper, because they can’t get enough of it!  

Demand for recycled paper is high for several reasons:  

· We’re using more paper than ever.  Global paper use is more than six times greater than what it was in 1950
.  

· Paper mills need recycled paper to produce new products.  Recycled paper supplies more than 37% of the raw materials used to make new paper products in the U.S.
   

· Paper is a valuable export.  In 2003, more than 25% of U.S. recycled paper was exported, much of it to China and sold overseas.  It is expected that by 2007 one-third of recycled paper will be exported
.  

So why can’t supply keep up?  Recycling collection rates in the Twin Cities metro area have been at a stand-still since 1998.  Many factors contribute to this, but one of the main reasons is that many people are uncertain about what items are recyclable, particularly what types of paper products.  

Rethink Recycling.  You can recycle more kinds of paper than you think.  To learn more, contact your community recycling program or visit:  www.RethinkRecycling.com

, the metro area’s resource for recycling and waste disposal.
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This Article was provided by the Solid Waste Management Coordinating Board as a part of the Rethink Recycling campaign. Please help us track the use of this campaign. Please send an e-mail to Info@RethinkRecycling.com with a description of how the fact sheet was used, the date it will be published, and the estimated circulation of the publication.  If you have any questions about the campaign, please contact Angie Timmons, 612-348-2477.

� “Statewide MSW Composition Study.”  Solid Waste Management Coordinating Board, 2000


� The Worldwatch Institute/earth911: � HYPERLINK "http://www.earth911.org/usa/master.asp?s=lib&a=energy/EnergyFacts.html" ��http://www.earth911.org/usa/master.asp?s=lib&a=energy/EnergyFacts.html� 


� Paper Industry Association Council: � HYPERLINK "http://www.paperrecycles.org/news/print_materials/community_guide.pdf" ��http://www.paperrecycles.org/news/print_materials/community_guide.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.recycleminnesota.org/htm/ReCurm.htm" ��http://www.recycleminnesota.org/htm/ReCurm.htm� 





