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Campaign Materials - Article

Recycling Cans and Bottles – A Powerful Move for the Environment

You’ve just finished your afternoon bottle of soda, what do you do with it?  Do you take the extra step to ensure that it is recycled?  How important is it that your can or bottle ends up in a recycling bin? Recycling cans and bottles not only decreases the materials going to landfills; it helps keep our environment healthy.  

By recycling, Twin Cities metro area residents can:

· Use less energy
Recycling a single aluminum can saves enough energy to power a television for three hours.
 In total, metro area recycling of metal, glass and plastics in 2006 saved enough energy to heat over 78,000 houses for the year.

· Reduce greenhouse gas emissions
In 2006, recycling of cans and bottles in the Twin Cities metro area reduced greenhouse gas emissions equal to taking 125,000 cars off the road
.
· Save natural resources 
Recycling aluminum reduces water consumption and air pollutants by 95 percent and air pollutants by 95 percent. Making glass from recycled material cuts water pollution by 50 percent.

· Create jobs
The plastic recycling industry provides jobs for more than 52,000 American workers.
  
· Reduce taxes
Recycling generates $64 million in Minnesota tax revenue every year!
  

So the next time you go to dispose of your bottle or can, remind yourself how much recycling can do!  

Rethink Recycling.  It matters more than you think.  To learn more, contact your community recycling program or visit  www.RethinkRecycling.com


, the metro area’s resource for recycling and waste disposal.
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