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Campaign Materials - Article
America Recycles Day!
Happy America Recycles Day!  America Recycles Day is Sunday, November 15.  It’s an important time for us to celebrate the work we all do to recycle the materials we use.  Minnesota recycles over two million tons of waste annually—the second best rate in the country!  Besides the environmental impact, that has also created over 19,000 Minnesota jobs that are involved with recycling.
America Recycles Day is also a day to stop for a moment to consider a commitment to doing more.  Even at the second-best rate in the country, Minnesotans could recycle much more.  About one third of the waste we generate at home could have been recycled in curbside programs.  So whether you are a dedicated recycler, or new to the recycling game, take some time to consider a commitment to do more.  Ask yourself these questions:  

· Do I recycle all I can at curbside?  If you’re not sure, go to RethinkReycling.com for a list of things that can and can’t be recycled.

· Do you recycle old cell phones, VCRs, and other electronic equipment?  It is against Minnesota law to put them in the garbage, so if you’re not sure where to recycle them, go to RethinkRecycling.com to learn how.
· What about in the bathroom, laundry room, home office—do you have a receptacle there to collect toothpaste boxes, laundry detergent bottles, and office paper?

There is so much we all can do, and we should be doing all we can.  Our efforts now to recycle everything we’re able to will ensure a healthier environment, better water supply, and more health and wealth for all of us and future generations. Some of the benefits we see now, that will only continue to increase:
· Saving natural resources – Recycling one ton of paper saves 7,000 gallons of water.

· Reducing greenhouse gases – Recycling in Minnesota reduces emissions equal to taking 2.3 million cars off the road.

· Creating jobs – As we mentioned, over 19,000 jobs already created in the recycling industry in Minnesota.

· Reducing our taxes – Each year, the recycling industry contributes over $64 million in taxes, which help pay for our public services.

If you’re not sure about what else you can commit to for America Recycles Day, visit RethinkRecycling.com.  You can also stop by our blog, RethinkRecycling.com/blog, and share your commitments and ideas for others to read.  Have a happy, healthful, and thoughtful America Recycles Day!

This article was provided by the Solid Waste Management Coordinating Board as a part of the Rethink Recycling Education Campaign.  Please help us track the use of this campaign. Please send an e-mail to Info@RethinkRecycling.com  with a description of how the article was used, the date it will be published, and the estimated circulation of the publication.

