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Campaign Materials - Quiz
Green Back to School Quiz
1. What are the best areas for “greening-up” your back-to-school routine?
a. Buying new school supplies

b. Buying new school clothes

c. Packing a lunch

e. All of the above
Answer: e. All of these areas are great places to look for greener options! 
2. You can find great clothes at low cost to you and the environment at thrift stores, consignment shops and from friends and family. T/F
True.  Start your school clothes shopping at second-hand stores and with friends and family whose kids are bigger than yours.  

3. The first step in back to school preparations should be to take an inventory of supplies at home. T/F
True.  Once you get that list from the school of what your student needs for the year, you should first take inventory at your home, find leftovers from last year, and make a list of what you need after gathering everything you have already.  You’ll prevent the pile-up of unused supplies and save money.

4. When buying new school supplies, you should look for:

a. Biodegradable pencils

b. Refillable pens

c. Recycled pens and pencils

d. Notebooks made of recycled content

e. All of the above

Answer: e. When buying new supplies, look for biodegradable pencils, refillable pens, and recycled pens and pencils. Buy notebooks made of recycled content with paper that is processed without chlorine.  Make sure to use both sides of every page before moving on to the next clean notebook. (Note: You can visit Trash Mountain in the Eco-Experience Building at the State Fair to get your own pencil made from recycled money!)

5. You should use a washable, reusable lunch box rather than a brown bag, and reusable containers instead of baggies or plastic wraps for sandwiches and snacks. T/F

True. You should use a washable, reusable lunch box rather than a brown bag everyday and use reusable containers instead of baggies or plastic wraps for your sandwiches and snacks—you can reuse them and your food won’t get squished!

6. Generally, packing healthier lunches will produce less waste. T/F

True. Many processed foods that are less healthy than natural alternatives are the same foods that come in excessive packaging.  An apple or orange is better for the kids and will leave only biodegradable ‘wrappers’ left.
7. Which costs more for your students’ lunches?

a. Buying a dozen individual juice boxes

b. Buying the same amount of juice in one large container

Answer: a. Buying in bulk will nearly always cost less than buying individually packed products.  And, less packaging means less waste—buying in bulk is a win-win!

8. Approximately 21% of household garbage in the Twin Cities Metro area is paper that could have been recycled. T/F
True.  We Minnesotans can recycle more than we think.  We can recycle unneeded office documents, used notebook papers (and the notebook covers), and unwanted mail. And we can also recycle phone books, magazines, catalogs, cardboard and other boxes, and newspapers. Use this back-to-school transition time to set up paper recycling bins in key locations in your home.  And visit RethinkRecycling.com to learn what other papers you can recycle.
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