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Campaign Materials - Quiz
Composting Quiz:
1. What percent of our garbage is food waste?


a. 1%


b. 6%


c. 11%


d. 16%

Answer: c. Over 11% of our garbage waste is food waste that could be put to a much better use—composting!
2. Which of the following are considered basic needs of a successful compost pile?


a. air circulation 

b. consistent moisture level 

c. the right ingredients

d. sunlight

e. lots of water

f.  a, b, and c only

Answer: f. Air circulation, a consistent moisture level, and the right ingredients are the three basic needs of a successful compost pile.  Too much water won’t allow microbes to grow and sunlight is not necessary as the microbial activity generates heat to help the material decompose.
3. T/F: The right ingredients are a mixture of two parts green to one part brown.


True or False

Answer: True.  Nitrogen-rich greens include: green leaves, coffee grounds, tea bags, plant trimmings, fruit and vegetable scraps, and fresh grass clippings.  Carbon-rich browns include: dried grasses, leaves, straw, woodchips, twigs, sawdust, shredded newspaper, dead plants.

4. Which of the following are NOT good ingredients to add to your compost pile?


a. food with meat, dairy, or oils


b. pet feces


c. diseased plants


d. weeds gone to seed

e. bones


f. grease


g. all of the above


Answer: g.

5. T/F: You compost bin should be placed near or under a large tree if possible.


True or False

Answer: False. Your bin should be away from large trees as their roots could steal nutrients from the pile and could grow into the compost.

6. What is the recommended size for a residential compost pile?

a. 5’ x 5’ x 5’ (5 feet high, 5 feet wide, and 5 feet long)


b. 3’ x 3’ x 3’


c. 1’ x 1’ x 1’

Answer: b. A pile that is 3’ x 3’ x 3’ (1 cubic yard) is big enough to retain heat and moisture, but small enough to be easily turned. Residential compost piles should be no larger than 5’ x 5’ x 5’.

7. T/F: To have a successful compost pile you must buy a bin from a local garden center or hardware store.


True or False

Answer: False. You can compost in a simple pile, but using a container or bin helps your compost pile retain heat and moisture and look neat.  You could also build your own bin from scrap lumber, old pallets, snow fence, chicken wire, or concrete blocks.  Of course, you can buy different kinds of bins at garden centers and hardware stores also.

8. T/F: There are different ways of composting, including “worm composting”.


True or False

Answer: True.  Besides regular “backyard composting”, there is also a type of composting called “vermicomposting” or “worm composting”. Vermicomposting is the process of having redworms and other decomposer organisms process our organic waste and turn it into a great natural fertilizer.  It requires very few supplies and can be done in a much smaller space in an apartment or house.  To learn more, visit the Recycling Association of Minnesota at www.recycleminnesota.org to view an instructional video on vermiculture, print instructions, and order your redworms.

9. T/F: You should contact your city recycling coordinator to learn about composting requirements in your area before starting a compost pile in your yard.


True or False

Answer: True. You can find your city recycling coordinator’s contact information at www.rethinkrecycling.com/city_info.asp. 

10. Which of the following are great ways to use your finished compost?


a. mix it in with your soil to improve quality


b. use it to fill in low spots in your yard


c. use it as mulch for landscaping and garden plants


d. mix it in the soil of your potted plants


e. top dress your lawn with it to retain moisture


f. all of the above

Answer f.  All of these are great ways to use the natural process of composting to improve your yard and plants!
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